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1. This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminar>' Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 
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. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e.. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see 
Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of 



sheets. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
1 1X1 Basis of the report 
Priority 

I I Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial appiicabilit>': 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
[)><[] the international application as originally filed 

I I the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

( I the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 



, filed with the den^and 



, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 1 9 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



□ 



the drawings: 
pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 
filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



2, With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority' in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

□ 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 
I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminar>' examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminar)' examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 



□ 

contained in the international application in written form. 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



□ 
□ 



filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international appiication as filed has been fumished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 

the description, pages 

I ) the claims. Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig 

5 I I ^^'^ report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
' — ' beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as originally filed'* and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70 J 6 
and 70.} 7). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item J and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 
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Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 
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NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 



rip; 



1 ^on 



In an exposure method in which a plurahty of patterns is stitched together and exposed on a 
substrate in order to expose on the substrate a pattern that is larger than the aforesaid individual 
patterns, when mutually overlapping and exposing four patterns in a region where four 
individual patterns are adjacent, determining the exposure amount of each pattern's comers 
based on a characteristic that is the product of a first characteristic gradually decreasing along a 
first direction at the outside and a second characteristic gradually decreasing along a second 
direction at the outside is not described in any of the documents cited in the ISR and appears to 
be non-obvious to a person skilled in the art. 
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For receiving Office use only 




0-1 


International Application No. 




0-2 


International Filing Date 




0-3 


Name of receiving Office and "PCT 






International Application" 






0-4 


Form - PCT/RO/101 PCT Request 




0-4-1 


Prepared using 


PCT-EASY Version 2.91 






(updated 01.01.2001) 


0-5 


Petition 






The undersigned requests that the 






present international application be 






processed according to the Patent 






Cooperation Treaty 




0-6 


Receiving Office (specified by the 


ucLpoiiese jro^ezib wxzice \x\u/ij±r/ 




applicant) 


0-7 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 


00/06247 


1 


Title of invention 


EXPOSURE METHOD AND APPARATUS 


II 


Applicant 




11-1 


This person is: 


applicant only 


11-2 


Applicant for 


all designated States except US 


11-4 


Name 


NIKON CORPORATION 


tl-5 


Address: 


Fuji Bldg., 2-3, Marunouchi 3-chome 






Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8331 






Japan 


n-6 


State of nationality 


JP 


n-7 


State of residence 


JP 


11-8 


Telephone No. 


03-3773-7011 


il-9 


Facsimile No. 


03-3777-6659 




Applicant and/or inventor 




IIM-1 


This person is: 


applicant and inventor 


ni-1-2 


Applicant for 


US only 


MI-1-4 


Name (LAST, First) 


KONDO, Makoto 


m-1-5 


Address: 


c/o Nikon Corporation^ Intellectual 






Property Department 






Fuji Bldg., 2-3, Marunouchi 3-chome 






Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8331 






Japan 


III-1-6 


State of nationality 


JP 


UI-1-7 


State of residence 


JP 



PCT REQUEST 



2/4 



Original (for SUBMISSION) - printed on 25.09.2001 02:00:10 PM 



00/06247 



IV-1 



IV-1-1 
IV-1. 2 



IV-1 -3 
IV-1 -4 
IV-1 -5 



Agent or comm n representative; r 
address for correspondence 
The person identified below is 
hereby/has been appointed to act on 
behalf of the app)rcant(s) before the 
competent International Authorities as: 
Name (LAST, First) 

Address: 



Telephone No. 
Facsimile No. 
e-mail 



agent 

OMORI, Satoshi 
Qmori Paiien't Office 
2075-2-501, Noborito, Tama-ku 
Kawasaki-shi, Kanagawa 214-0014 
Japan 

044-900-8346 
044-911-0012 
o-pat@bekkoame .ne.jp 



V 

V-1 



Designation of States 



Regional Patent 

(other kinds of protection or treatment, 
if any, are specified between 
parentheses after the dssignauOnvS) 
concerned) 



AP: GH GM K£ LS MW SD SL SZ TZ UG ZW and 
any o-ther State which is a Contracting 
State of the Harare Protocol and of the 
PCT (except MZ) 

EA: AM AZ BY KG KZ MD RU TJ TM and any 
other State which is a Contracting State 
of the Eurasian Patent Convention and of 
the PCT 

EP: AT BE CH&LI CY DE DK ES FX FR GB GR 
IE IT LU MC NL PT SE and any other State 
which is a Contracting State of the 
European Patent Convention and of the 
PCT (except TR) 

OA: BF BJ CF CG CI CM GA GN GW ML MR N£ 
SN TD TG and any other State which is a 
member State of OAPI and a Contracting 
State of the PCT 



V-2 



National Patent 

(other kinds of protection or treatment, 
if any, are specified between 
parentheses after the designation(s} 
concerned) 



AE AL AM AT AU AZ BA BB BG BR BY CA 

CH&LI CN CR CU CZ DE DK DM EE ES FI GB 

GD 6E GH GM HR HU ID IL IN IS JP KE KG 

KP KR KZ LC LK LR LS LT LU LV MA MD MG 

MK MN M»7 MX NO NZ PL PT RO RU SD SE SG 

SI SK SL TJ TM TR TT TZ UA UG US UZ VN 
YU ZA ZW 
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V-5 


Precautionary Designation Statement 

In addition to the designations made 
under items V-1 , V-2 and V-3. the 
applicant also makes under Rule 4.9(b) 
all designations which would be 
permitted under the PCT except any 
designation's) of the State(s) indicated 
under item V-6 below. The applicant 
declares that those additional 
designations are subject to confirmation 

aiiu iiioi piiy ucDi^naiiwii wtiiui lo iiui 

confirmed before the expiration of 15 
months from the priority date is to be 
regarded as withdrawn by the applicant 
at the expiration of that time limit. 






V-6 


Exclusion(s) from precautionary 
designations 


NONE 


VI-1 

VM-1 


Priority claim of earlier national 
Filing date 


26 March 1999 (26.03 


.1999) 


VI-1 -2 


Number 


11-83178 




VI-1 -3 


Cciintry 


JP 




VI-2 


Priority document request 

The receiving Office is requested to 
prepare and transmit to the 
International Bureau a certified copy of 
the earlier application(s) identified 
above as rtem(s): 


VI-1 




VIM 


International Searching Authority 
Chosen 


Japanese Patent Office (JPO) (ISA/JP) 


VIII 


Check list 


number of sheets 


electronic file(s) attached 


VIII-1 


Request 


4 




VI 11-2 


Description 


34 




VIII-3 


Claims 


7 




VlIM 


Abstract 


1 




VI 11-5 


Drawings 


6 




VIII-7 


TOTAL 


52 




Accompanying Items 


paper document(s) attached 


electronic file(s) attached 


VIII-8 


Fee calculation sheet 






Vnl- lO 


i -cMo T aisKene 




diskette 


vnM8 


Figure of the drawings which should 
accompany the abstract 


5 


VIIM9 


Language of filing of the 
international application 


Japanese 


IX 


Signature of applicant or agent 






IX-1 


Name (LAST, First) 






IX-2 


Capacity 
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Drawings: 
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drawings completing the purported 
international application 




10-4 


Date of timely receipt of the required 
corrections under PCT Article 11(2) 
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international Searching Authority 
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10-6 


Transmittal of search copy delayed 
until search fee is paid 
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